JOURNEY

Summer 2018

Loving our neighbors by revitalizing under-resourced neighborhoods through spiritual and community development

The Bigger Picture

Register now
to join us for
the 8th Annual
Desire Cup!

by Danny Wuerffel | Executive Director

Oct. 25-26.

We'll be hitting
the links at
presented by
TPC Sawgrass,
and relaxing at
the beautiful
Ponte Vedra Inn
and Club!
See desirestreet.org/desirecup
for more info or to register.
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Here are a few of our heroes
who support us monthly, so we can
encourage, equip and connect
leaders. Thanks for being so
faithful during the summer!
Jeff Aultman Denise Barker
John Bernat Lorin Bice
Bill & Fran Bigelow
Clint & Korie Blacker
Lynn Bonner Nancy Burgess
Bill & Joanne Byrns
Craig Candeto Jeff Clarke
Steffan & Laura Clousing
Harry & Marie Davis
Noah & Julie Divine
Richard & Sally Doster
Kevin Downs Marlene Flot
Mike & Zana Dupée
James & Estela DuPont
Jackie Ely w/ Ely Business Svcs
Luis & Deidre Falcon
Karen Foster Lance Hall
Tonya Hardy Jeff Howard
Boyce & Ginny Hornberger
John & Mary Sue Jenkins
Dick & Betty Johnson
Elizabeth Katz Marisa McClure
Kerry & Barbara Killebrew
Kelly & Sheryl LaRosa
Rob & Jennifer Lehmann
Lee & Lisa Lewis
John & Paula Lubert
Terry & Mary Jane Margheim
William & Janice Minchin
Mike & Diane Monahan
David & Lois Neal
John Neiswanger Sean Poole
Leonard & Jody Netti
LTC & Mrs. C.A. Perry (Ret)
Dirk & Becky Peterson
Luanne & David Porper
John & Pam Powell
Randy & Noel Raggio
Charlene Revels
Laurence & Laura Robinson
Skeeter & Deborah Schuessler
Carr & Ashley Scott
Gerry & Debbie Shaw
John Shiptenko Carrie Subhani
William & Bonnie Whyte
Brant & Juliane Wilkie
Bob & Stephanie Woolf
Joe & Flo Wright
Ted & Abby Wuerffel

You may not be aware of it, but you've inspired
me! It's a blessing to see the Lord work greatly
through friends of Desire Street to make things
happen that I didn't think were possible!
Take for example the PBS documentary about
Desire Street coming out this winter as part of
the Visionaries TV series. After learning about
us, Visionaries producer Jody Santos contacted
us...then some great friends of Desire Street
underwrote the cost. As a result, the amazing
work that many of our ministry partners are
doing will be featured where the world can see,
love and support them as much as we do.
That's what we call social capital! The concept
has been defined as a network of relationships
among those who live and work in a particular
society, enabling the society to function well.
In Desire Street, God has brought together a
diverse patchwork—a "family" of donors, ministry
leaders, staff and friends. As we then cultivate
relationships within our Desire Street family,
"capital" is created, i.e., opportunities that help
others grow and thrive (as well as ourselves!)
The roots of this idea have been around a long
time. In the Old Testament, people in the nation

Visionaries producer Jody Santos interviewing
Kids of Excellence Exec. Director Kristi Givens

of Israel had all types of interdependent roles
and responsibilities, so that every need was
met. In New Testament times, we see the
Christian Church literally changed the world,
because during periods of great hardship, the
body of believers would support, encourage
and pray for each other.
Our mission at Desire Street to revitalize
under-resourced neighborhoods exists within
God's bigger economy. Only someone with
God's knowledge could put together the
pieces of our world's puzzle in such a way that
everyone is blessed! James 1:27 tells us God
cares deeply about widows and orphans—
and Proverbs 11:25 says, "A generous person
will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be
refreshed."
So thank you for your generosity and prayers
which are creating opportunities and giving
HOPE to leaders ... and to all of us!

Watch our website desirestreet.org for more information on PBS airing times.
Also, please check out blogs by Danny, Dr. Gordon and others—to read and share!
The following article was originally posted as a blog on our "Latest" webpage.

Hope and Help

by Dr. Anthony Gordon | Senior Ministry Director
"Just as our bodies
have many parts
and each part has
a special function,
so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts
of one body, and we all belong to each other.
In his grace, God has given us different gifts for
doing certain things well. So if God has given
you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as
much faith as God has given you. If your gift
is serving others, serve them well. If you are a
teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage
others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give
generously. If God has given you leadership
ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if
you have a gift for showing kindness to others,
do it gladly." (Rom.12:4-8 NLT)
Romans 12:6 instructs us that in His grace
God has given us different gifts for doing
certain things well. Its writer, the apostle
Paul then states categories of specific gifts
any of us might have. I do not believe this
list is exhaustive, but rather for expediency
sake, Paul concluded his narrative over the
next several verses.
It is interesting to note that, in this
particular passage, Paul underscores gifts
that frequently express themselves in what
is often termed as “social capital.” One way
to define social capital is when one person
(capital) uses their influence, friendship,
reputation or web of contacts to favorably
connect a person (recipient) with much less

social capital to a person (resource) who
could be a favorable uplift to the recipient.
This human tripod of grace usually transports
one throughout life, with most of us at some
point playing the role of either recipient,
capital, or resource at any given time.
Paul ends his thought in verse 8 by saying,
"if your gift is showing kindness to others,
do it gladly." The value of kindness is
indispensable to the administration of social
capital. An opportunity like this means
everything to dedicated leaders in distressed
neighborhoods. They labor in desolate
places with very limited human and
financial support. What they need most is
what social capital can bring best: effectual
relationships. Some of those relationships
translate into financial gifts, others are
transformed into meaningful volunteerism
or invaluable counsel and encouragement.
Some morph into lifelong friendships.
Paul wrote this declarative truth about the
diversity of the body and the essentiality
of every part. He didn't spend a lot of time
trying to demonstrate how the dots were
connected. It was a given that they were.
Men and women who will serve as
indispensable bridges of social capital may
not ever serve on the front lines of ministry
in under-resourced communities, but they
represent hope and substantive service
to the Gospel mission to see our cities
transformed through Christ!

desirestreet.org | facebook.com/desirestreet | twitter.com/DesireStreet | instagram.com/desirestreet | 678.681.3979

the intersection of lives, leaders and neighborhoods...
One of the things we often hear from our donors, especially our monthly Champion donors, is that they
don't feel like their contribution is anything special. Each one of you who support and pray for Desire Street
Ministries are the unnamed "heroes" who keep this ministry going, most of the time without ever realizing how
much you help! So when it comes to the subject of social capital, you once again are probably thinking you
haven't done much! But just listen to these creative, sacrificial, wonderful gifts you have given!
> You have hosted dinner parties for your friends in order to tell them about Desire Street.
> You have requested that your Christmas gift be a check made out to Desire Street.
> You have declared "Jeans Day" at the office for anyone who was willing to donate to Desire Street.
> You have given gifts every year in memory of your loved one's birthday.
> You have walked from Canada to Mexico and used the opportunity to raise awareness about your
favorite charities, mentioning Desire Street in your blog.
> You have passed your newsletter to your neighbor to tell them about us.
> You have gathered your Sunday School class together to do a work project for one of our ministry partners.
> You have volunteered your time to help us with all the details of an event.
> You have responded to our requests for surveys, information, pictures, or quotes to encourage others.

Want to learn
more about
becoming a
Desire Street
Champion?
See
desirestreet.org

You have shared your lives with us in so many ways, and we are so grateful! We'll never be able to express how much you mean to
us, or more importantly, how much you mean to those Desire Street exists to serve. In God's economy, every act of kindness is noticed,
used well and appreciated deeply. Thank you for being perhaps only one small light, but it's a light that makes the whole world brighter!
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Read how YOU are providing hope
and opportunity!

Leaders' Summer Retreat
Rest...relationship...family...fun...
Connection, reflection, room to run!
Sharing and caring, smiles all around,
Exposure to "country" for kids from "in town."
Horses and courses, sunshine and smores,
Sometimes inside, but mostly outdoors.
Leaders refreshed, kids had a blast,
The week is now over, memories will last!
To all of our donors, we have grateful hearts!
The summer retreat is a great way to start.
Leaders go home to serve and to love,
Sharing hope and the Gospel from God up above.
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