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    This coming year we’re going on a 
journey to visit a few of the places where 
you might not realize you’ve been! Some 
of these faraway places may be only a 
short drive away…but they may seem like 
a whole different world. Yet through 
ministry leaders laboring there, you’ve 
left an encouraging, lasting impression. 
    We say that Desire Street is the 
intersection of lives, leaders and 
neighborhoods. That’s to remind you of a 
supernatural perspective of what is going 
on. In places where only God can see the 
full picture, you have left a footprint.
    In short, you have helped meet challenges 
facing under-resourced neighborhoods. But 
that is difficult to see, touch, or measure. That’s because your impact 
on improving the odds is as much spiritual as it is physical.
    To strive toward revitalized neighborhoods, both spiritual and 
community development are necessary.  How do you jumpstart 
transformation in under-resourced communities? Our vision must 
include both the present and the future.
    We learn this not only from experience, but from the Apostle Paul’s 
experience with the church in Corinth. In Paul’s time, that city was one 
of the largest strategic, international centers in the Roman world. And 
it was full of corruption. It was a setting that polarized Christians, so 
Paul sent them a letter with some sobering words. “For though we live 
in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.” (2 Cor 10:3) 
    Today, technology and resources are prevalent in America. So, it’s 
very common to think anything is possible. We see an issue or problem,
 and we tend to think that if we all agreed how to approach it, we 
could fix it.
    I recently read that our country is the first culture to be surprised 
by suffering. In times past and in other places currently, suffering is 
a given. When calamity befalls us, we tend to think, “God, why?” But 
with eyes of faith we can see a different perspective: “Of course! God 
is doing something bigger that I cannot see.”
    Reflecting on hardship in our life gives us a glimpse of what God is 
doing either in our own life or in those of people close to us. Occasionally 
we see how suffering or sacrifice in our life helps others, but you can be 
sure that God is using it for good. In His economy, nothing is wasted.
    One thing is certain: while our technology and resources have 
advanced since Paul’s day, we still have issues and problems in 
common with those times. Most important, God is still the same and 
His words in the Bible still apply.
    So, we still wage war on both the spiritual and physical level. Our 
small staff uses a targeted approach to make a difference. Yet 
neighborhood revitalization requires a broad intersection of different 
people and resources, When we weave those together and seek God 
through prayer, we start to see how He acts.
    We’re grateful that His plan is for each of us to do a little, and He 
turns it into a lot. As we go on our journey, we’ll be showing you the 
little, and praying the Lord gives you the eyes of faith to see the lot.
    "For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, so that …you, being rooted and established in love, may …
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and 
to know this love that surpasses knowledge..." (Eph. 3:14-19)

Footprints in the World
 by Danny Wuerffel | Executive Director

Desire Street's Manager of 
Community Engagement, 
Chris Fitzgerald, lending a 
hand with a local leader's 
home restoration project

    We all know our world has plenty of problems and 
challenges. Many of the people on our planet are 
hurting, lost, and without hope. Faced with so much 

drama, violence, and hopelessness in the world, many of us continue to 
ask, “What can I do in the face of such overwhelming needs?”
    Almost 20 centuries ago, Jesus’s disciples were faced with the 
overwhelming challenge of feeding a multitude of thousands. Jesus 
instructed them to find a way to provide food for the hungry mob. They 
didn’t have the money or the resources to accomplish such a task. 
Christ’s command put them into gridlock. Thankfully, a little boy offered 
his small lunch of five biscuits and two sardines to Jesus. It was then 
that Jesus took this small boy’s lunch, gave thanks, and miraculously fed 
the multitude until they were full.
    Our ministry partner, Peace Preparatory Academy in Atlanta, started 
four years ago. Their 
founders, Benjamin 
and Sarah Wills, and
a few others 
recognized that 
children in 
under-resourced 
communities 
deserved a choice 
of where they went 
to school. This was 
a justice issue for 
them. Creating a thriving and excellent private Christian school option 
is a herculean undertaking. The Wills and their small band of supporters 
had only a few “fishes and loaves” to offer. But they put their vision and 
limited resources in Jesus’s hands and let him do the heavy lifting. Four 
years ago, they opened the doors for 12 kindergarten students. Today they 
have K4 through 3rd grade and almost 60 students. This is astounding 
multiplication considering that almost 60% of urban Christian schools in 
this country are closing their doors due to lack of funding and hardship. 
Through this little school God provides amazing education, healthy meals, 
adequate housing and community renewal. 
    Desire Street comes alongside ministry leaders (like Benjamin Wills) 
laboring in under-resourced communities with very limited resources of 
their own. Our hope is that the intersectionality of our coaches, prayers, 
support, and encouragement will be used by Jesus to multiply a feast for 
them and their neighborhoods.

God Multiplies Greatly
 by Ben Sciacca | Director of Leadership Development

Ministry partner Benjamin Wills and kids of 
Peace Preparatory Academy in Atlanta, GA
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Desire Street Family Save the Date!
Oct 31 - Nov 1, 2019

at TPC Sawgrass

Double Your Impact!
Is there a matching gift 
program at work? Tap 
into it to maximize your impact!  
Call us at 678-681-3979 for help 
with getting a match set up.

A new Visionaries documentary 
on Desire Street Ministries is to 
begin airing on public television 
stations in April.  Read all about 
"Turning Barriers Into Bridges" at 

desirestreet.org/bridges.
We are posting air dates there  
as we know them. 

You made a big difference in 2018!

9%                Fundraising

      14%
   Admin

Educating & 
                  Engaging                  12%

        Investing in 
New Orleans

27%

Coaching & Caring  
for Ministry Leaders

38%

Please see 
www.desirestreet.org./donors 

for our complete 
financial information  
and other resources 

of interest.

Thank you for entrusting us with your gifts. 

We used 76.6% 
on programs to 

revitalize 
under-resourced 
neighborhoods 

by helping 
ministry leaders 

thrive!

Your gifts provided help for over 150  
leaders, and coaching for heroes in 
nearly 20 neighborhoods. You also made it 
possible to provide training and resources that 
provide stability and encouragement!

Thank you too 
for helping us 
educate and 
engage others 
who have a heart 
for under-resourced 
neighborhoods—over 1,600 reached in 2018!

And this doesn't count all the kids and 
families these leaders and ministries 
reach with the encouragement and good 
news of the Bible!

Celebrating
20 years of ministry for Sandee Hensley and  
Jubilee Academy in Columbia, SC

Celebrating Ministry Leaders

Walking with Ministry Leaders
Being there 

to help 
when needed

Passing their 
love and thanks 

forward 
to YOU!

http://desirestreet.org/bridges
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