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     We’re continuing our journey 
together on Desire Street—the 
intersection of lives, leaders and 
neighborhoods. You might not 
realize it, but through leaders in 
under-resourced neighborhoods, 
you’ve left a very encouraging 
and lasting impression.
    As your tour guide toward the 
big picture of the many people 
that you impact, let’s stop in to 
see how you specifically impact 
leaders’ lives. Take for example 
the way you make it possible for leaders to connect with others 
who are walking the same road. Communication in today’s world 
is electronic and instantaneous. But it’s very rare to find someone 
who understands your perspective and has advice you can trust. 
Your investment in Desire Street provides that extraordinary connection.
     Or think for a minute about the weight of stress. Statistics 
show rates of violent crime to be twice as high in poverty-level 
neighborhoods as in high-income areas.  But taking a break 
from this atmosphere of chronic stress interrupts its cycle and 
helps us maintain physical and mental health. Your gifts to Desire 
Street provide that annual break: a family retreat in Colorado. 
The mountains and fresh air allow families to unwind and build 
precious memories. One leader told us that his kids keep 
“cowboy outfits” ready-to-go, as they look forward to the trip 
every year.
     Ben Sciacca’s insightful article tells how this retreat helps leaders 
maintain perspective. It literally recharges their batteries before 
going home to lead busy summer programs.
     Now, the highlight of this stopover will require you to do me 
a favor. Would you take a few minutes to watch two videos on 
our website desirestreet.org/digdeeper? If you’ve ever wondered 
exactly what we do or why we do it, these videos will articulate 
it better than words. But more than that, these videos show 
you how deeply you touch our leaders when you join us in 
ministering to them. Many of you make a life-changing difference 
by engaging with our ministry partners. Some of you also support 
them directly and we are very grateful.
     Last stop: you probably aren’t aware how much it means 
when you share your “social capital” with our ministry leaders. 
The Visionaries documentary we’ve been telling you about is a 
great example. We received an amazing opportunity to tell the 
story of Desire Street. (Again, special thanks to amazing friends 
who underwrote it!) But what’s most exciting is that we got to tell 
the stories of several ministry partners during the film. And it’s 
thrilling to now be airing all around the country: L.A., New York, 
Orlando, the Midwest, Southeast and Southwest! I invite you to 
learn more about it at desirestreet.org/bridges. Please use your 
social capital by telling your friends and neighbors, and praying 
for a far-reaching impact.
     Together, we’ll one day see every neighborhood become a 
more desirable place to live!

Your Journey Continues...
 Danny Wuerffel | Executive Director

All these people are grateful to YOU  
for making it possible for them to  

reconnect, relax, reframe and recharge 
 at their retreat in Colorado.

“Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets 
entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who 
enlisted him.” 2 Tim 2:3-4

     Laboring and living in an under-resourced community is arduous 
work. Facing the enemies of poverty, brokenness, addiction and 
systemic injustice is an ongoing struggle that can take a toll. These 
adversaries do not take breaks and therefore those who are seeking 
to bring peace to these communities must remain hypervigilant at all 
times in order to bring peace to their neighborhoods.
     Our ministry partners are genuine 
soldiers for Christ who are seeking to 
restore and revitalize their communities. 
Over time, their unique callings can 
create extreme emotional and physical 
fatigue. It’s for this very reason that 
Desire Street is grateful to provide an 
annual family retreat for our partners at 
Wind River Ranch in Colorado. 
     For one week our partners are 
able to extract themselves from the 
crucible of their foxhole. Wind River 
Ranch provides them with the glory of the Rocky Mountains. For 
several days they are able to replace the grinding noises of their 
city with the soft sounds of the breeze in the trees. Instead of being 
responsible for feeding their neighborhood’s various needs they 
are able to feed themselves with delicious food, quiet, and amazing 
scenery. The Wind River Ranch staff provide our partners’ children 
with horseback rides, climbing walls, scenic hikes, mountain bike 
riding, and other incredible experiences.
     This retreat also puts our partners in contact with one another. 
It’s rare that individuals like our partners can find space to gather, 
exchange encouragement, laugh, and pray with others who 
intimately understand what they are going through on a daily 
basis. Most of the time our partners are pouring out their lives 
for the benefit of others. This retreat to Colorado is one of the 
rare times that they are provided with a life-giving excursion 
where our ministry team and the Wind River Ranch staff are 
pouring into them.
     Every soldier needs a break. At Desire Street, we are grateful 
for our supporters who faithfully provide opportunities for our 
partners to have a break so that they can be renewed and 
refreshed. Our hope is that these annual escapes will give them 
the encouragement and focus they need to return to their  
communities restored with hope, strength, and joy.

Filling Up To Pour Out
Ben Sciacca | Ministry Director

A heartfelt thank you to  
everyone who impacts 

and encourages so many kids and 
families through your generous 
support, especially these friends: 

Scott and Kara Friedman
Heisman Trophy Trust

Eric and Danielle Mandleblatt 
National Football League Foundation

O’Connor-West Family Fund
Rahul and Swati Patel

Alfred and Judy Warrington
Watkins Christian Foundation

Desire Street Family

Watch our website!
 desirestreet.org/bridges.
for air dates and locations  

of the Visionaries documentary 
“Turning Barriers Into Bridges” 

telling the story of Desire Street, and 
several of our ministry partners too!

Thank You for 
Making All This 

Possible

...retreating, resting, reconnecting
   ...encouraging, energizing. educating
        ...sharing, sacrificing, serving

Thanks for the memories!

     Do you ever stop to read 
those historic markers on your 
vacation road trips? Besides 
stretching your legs, you gain 
perspective on the history that 
makes us who we are today.
     Thanks to you, Desire Street 
has observed an historic 
moment in its near 30-year life. 

Desire Community Square and nearby properties in New Orleans 
have been donated to New Orleans-based Giving Hope.
     Hurricane Katrina devasted most of New Orleans 14 years ago. 
But along came generous donors and a FEMA Assistance grant! 
Today, Desire Community Square serves hundreds of kids and 
families in the Eighth and Ninth Wards.
     Desire Street's Board Chairman Jonathan Colehower said, "This 
is an excellent move for both charities. Desire Street's small staff can 
now focus solely on ministry to leaders. And Giving Hope, which 
partners with Desire Street's former ministry partner Thrive NOLA, 
now owns the facilities that the Desire community calls 'home.'"
     Our long-time friends might recognize Oscar Brown (back left) in 
this picture. A 2nd-generation leader of Desire Street's original Bible 
Study in the Ninth Ward, "O" now heads up the active ministry going 
on in the community center building. Learn more about how the 
interesting people and places intersected at desirestreet.org/story.

Historic Marker 
Stop

Registration is Open! 

For more information, see 
desirestreet.org/desirecup
or contact James Gadsby
jgadsby@desirestreet.org  
or 678-681-3979, ext. 233

Can't attend but want to help?
Make a "19th Hole" donation

at desirestreet.org/desirecup

All funds raised benefit Desire Street and 
help encourage, equip and connect leaders 
serving in under-resourced neighborhoods.

Oct 31 - Nov 1, 2019
at TPC Sawgrass
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