
Looking for a good use of time?
The Telly-winning Visionaries documentary on Desire Street and 
several of our ministry partners is now available to watch on our 
website!

"Turning Barriers Into Bridges" has aired on public stations around the 
nation featuring the work of:

 LaTonya Gates-Boston                Benjamin Wills
 PAWKids                                        Peace Preparatory Academy
                                 Drew Henley

                              Redeemer Community Church
 Alumni Partner                              Alumni Partner
 Ben McLeish                                 Justina Dix  
 Thrive New Orleans                    Summerhill Community Ministries
          

Please take 30 minutes to watch it and ... then tell us what you think!

desirestreet.org/bridges
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Seeing God’s Glory in Sadness
 Danny Wuerffel | Executive Director

                Generous donors make a big impact in helping leaders 
thrive. Heartfelt thanks to:

   Aaron’s Foundation                The Heisman Trophy Trust
   Donna and Roger Bozarth      Schmidt & Barton Family Fund
   A H Burnett Foundation         Kim and Richard Stamper
   Ducker Family Foundation     Van Devender Family
   Kristen and Craig Greene           Foundation

Desire Street Family

   Let’s continue our faith journey at John 11. It’s the story of Jesus 
raising Lazarus from death, and we find that Jesus has chosen 
curious methods and challenging words.
    John tells us that Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, 
was sick. We know Jesus loved this family and by this point, he 
had healed many people in various ways. So when told of the 
situation, Jesus surprises us. His only response is to say, “This 
sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be 
glorified through it.” 
(John 11:4) And then 
we read that Jesus 
stayed where he was 
for two more days.
   Next, Jesus decides 
to go see Lazarus in 
Judea. That would put 
Jesus in mortal danger 
so those around him 
ask about the decision. 
His explanation? “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 
going there to wake him up. ...Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.”
   Wait, what? First, Jesus says Lazarus won’t die, then he says 
Lazarus is, in fact, dead. As Jesus reaches the burial tomb, one 
of the mourners speaks our thought. “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
   Yes, he could have, but that was not his plan. Instead, we see 
a striking demonstration of God’s power. Jesus stood at the 
tomb’s entrance, ordered the stone taken away, then with a mighty 
voice calls Lazarus to come out. And the dead man got up and 
walked out!
   Notice that the witnesses there knew the source of this miracle. 
Jesus made sure of that. Before giving his resurrection command, 
he looked up to heaven and prayed. “Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. I knew that you always hear, but I said this for 
the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 
   If we go back and read the exact words of Jesus, the sad and 
suffering participants were clearly told God’s plan and purpose. 
That won’t always be the case. We won’t always understand, but 
we can be sure Jesus is present in our sadness and suffering. 
   This story convinces us that Jesus knows the bigger picture, and 
his ways will always glorify God. Even when he stayed away from 
Lazarus until it was “too late,” it was not too late for God. If you’ll 
read the whole chapter (11), you’ll see how Jesus comforted 
Mary and Martha.
   He feels our pain—probably more! He knows how to comfort our 
deepest hurts. If we’ll look to him in sadness and suffering, we’ll 
gain perspective. And we’ll be ready to serve,  understand, and 
comfort others. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For 
just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our 
comfort abounds through Christ.” (2 Cor 1:3-5)

Caring for the Caregivers
Ben Sciacca | Director of Leadership 
                         Development

       “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at 
length you have revived your concern for me. 
You were indeed concerned for me, but 
had no opportunity.” Phil 4:10
   A few years ago, I was serving at an urban Christian school just 
outside Birmingham, AL when one of my board members made 
a memorable statement. As someone who was already feeling 
overwhelmed in my work, his words filled me with hope and life.
   “We gotta take care of the people who take care of the people,” 
he said firmly to his fellow board members. He recognized that 
the teachers, staff, and administration at our school were the first 
responders in our under-resourced neighborhood. He was aware 
that most of the students and families at our school were living near 
the poverty line and facing a lot of hardship. But he was also 
astute to recognize that direct investment in the school’s staff was 
an indirect investment into the lives of students and their families.
   Healthy and equipped personnel are better established to face 
the myriad of challenges that they encounter every day: Abuse. 
Hunger. Trauma. Brokenness. Abandonment. These particular 
adversaries are ubiquitous and ever-present.
   In Philippians 4:10 we read the words of a letter from the Apostle 
Paul to a small church in Philippi. Paul wrote that letter from prison. 
At the time, he did not know the duration of his imprisonment or if 
he would be killed. And yet, in this dire hour he gave thanks for this 
small church that was aware of his situation, supportive of his mission, 
and passionate to see him continue to live out the gospel in word 
and deed. In a unique way this church was “taking care of the 
person who was taking care of the people.”
   At Desire Street, we endeavor to take care of leaders who are 
taking care of the people in the neighborhood. 
   There are some unique ways to support these leaders. For one, 
your generous gifts continue to fund our intentional mission of 
ministering holistically to our partners. But because of our proximity 
to these partners, there are unique ways for you to actually “engage”
in the work itself. Most of our partners would love volunteers, tutors, 
mentors, and prayer warriors on site (after the pandemic is over)
to help them do the work that they do every day. If you’d like to 
engage in our mission in any of these ways, please contact us and 
we will do our best to direct your next steps.

We can't know what the  
future holds in these  

uncertain days,  
but trusting the Lord, please

save the date
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   You may have noticed 
we have a new mailing address:

Desire Street Ministries
PO Box 105603  #82418
Atlanta, GA 30348-5603

   This enables us to have our mail 
scanned digitally! That means that 
when we practice social distancing, 
we are still able to keep up with 
everyday ministry operations.
   So please throw away any return 
envelopes with outdated addresses.
   During this window where health 
guidelines are changing rapidly, if 
you need to ship a package to us, 
please call 678-681-3939 or email 
dw@desirestreet.org to obtain the 
most efficient address.
   And of course, you may always 
donate online on our website at 
www.desirestreet.org. Thank you!

New Mailing Address

Praying for You, 
Updating You on Changes

  We hope by the time you read this, the coronavirus pandemic 
will be on the decline. Our staff is praying for you and your 
family's safety during this life-changing time. Please let us know 
how you are doing!
   Our staff is following national guidelines by teleworking from 
our homes. But our office building has now been closed for at 
least the next 2 weeks. This affects our mail service. So we'll 
appreciate your patience in receiving receipts for your gifts. Do 
not hesitate to call us if you have questions!
   We're thankful that technology allows us to continue normal 
operations in our mission to serve leaders in under-resourced 
neighborhoods. We are staying in touch with our ministry leader 
partners to provide support as they care for their neighbors. 
Most have had to alter their programming per current 
guidelines. Many are creatively meeting their neighbors' needs in 
other ways. Please visit desirestreet.org/partners to read more 
about these heroes, and follow links to their websites to find 
ways to help. If you watch social media, we have updates on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
   Please be praying for our ministry partners. Situations like this 
are amplified for those who live in the margins. What might be a 
life disruption for some of us, becomes a matter of survival for 
the poor. Please keep in mind, too, that recovery from disaster is 
often more slow and difficult without financial resources.
   This is likely to be a marathon, not a sprint. We encourage 
you to be intentional about caring for yourself during this time. 
Take time to slow down, breathe, and pray. Think of this as an 
incredible opportunity to connect with those you love in new 
and deeper ways. Reach out and connect with those from 
whom you may have become distant. 
   Sometimes we encounter situations which interrupt our 
normal course of life. This pandemic however may change life 
forever. Thank you for being part of Desire Street family during 
this critical time in history!
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