
Referencing our key verse from Matthew 9, Jesus 
“saw” the multitudes. This is powerful. We can 
easily orient our lives to never encounter those 
who are suffering. It takes effort and intentionality 
to notice others’ challenges and pain—and it’s 
uncomfortable. Over the 24 years I’ve been 
working in under-resourced neighborhoods, 
nothing impacts a potential supporter like visiting 
the neighborhood, touring a ministry, and “seeing” 
the people. Jesus “saw” the multitudes. Who do 
you need to “see?”

He was “moved with compassion, for they were weary and scattered.” Life 
isn’t easy for anyone. But this I know for sure—if you are born in an inner-
city, under-resourced neighborhood, the odds are greatly stacked against 
you. Life delivers a constant barrage of extra challenges and offers less 
support, and many folks in these neighborhoods are “weary.” Some looking 
in might wonder why they don’t take more responsibility or pull themselves 
up by their bootstraps. Perhaps they are taking responsibility, but just don’t 
have the bootstraps to pull on. Jesus had compassion. “The harvest truly is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few.” Hurting people exist everywhere, and the 
opportunities to serve are endless. But only a few seem to “see” and have 
enough “compassion” to do something.

Desire Street exists because a few amazing leaders saw a need, had 
compassion and decided to make incredibly life-altering decisions to serve 
in difficult places. We serve leaders because they serve their neighborhoods. 
Urban ministry is difficult work, and our leaders are often “weary” and 
“scattered,” so the DSM team exists to encourage, equip and connect them to 
thrive and persevere in the work. If you’d like to “see”  more of the challenges 
and discover new ways to partner with DSM, please check our website. 
Specifically, there is a section with several ways you can directly get involved 
with a local ministry partner.

Thank you for being a part of the team. Together, we can truly make a 
difference in the lives of countless kids and families.

God Bless you, 
Danny

DESIRE STREET FAMILY
As a supporter of Desire Street Ministries, 
you have helped make a difference in 
lives this year. This newsletter highlights 
moments and events you have helped 
make possible. We are truly grateful for 
each of you, and we wish you a blessed 
Christmas and New Year filled with love 
and hope!

A Verse To ponder:

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was 

moved with compassion for them, because

they were weary and scattered, like sheep 

having no shepherd. Then He said to His

disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few’.”

Matthew 9:36-37 NKJV

To ensure your year-end gift will be 
considered tax deductible in 2021, it 
must be postmarked by December 

31st. Remember to check Post 
Office collection times, and please 
use our correct mailing address on 
the enclosed envelope. Gifts may 

be submitted online on our website 
(desirestreet.org) until midnight 

Eastern on Dec. 31, 2021. For gifts of 
stock, deliveries must be received 

into our account by 4:00pm Eastern 
on Dec. 30, 2021. Thank you for your 

generosity and impact!
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For more information and resources visit www.desirestreet.org Or call us at (678) 681-3979

D O  W E  S E E ?
By Danny Wuerffel, Executive Director

Through partnerships with Specialty Coaches and The Rest Initiative, we are 
able to provide encouragement and trainings for both our Coaches and 

Ministry Partners. We are also thankful for our Alumni Partners who 
encourage and pray for our current Ministry Partners.



BEN SCIACCA
Ministry Di rector & Director of Leadership Development

THERE’S A HARVEST

There is an old adage in many organizations that 10% of 
personnel usually end up doing 90% of the work. That 
statistic isn’t completely accurate, but in some places 
there are a minority of people who are tasked with 
doing the majority of the work to accomplish a project 
or meet a deadline. We know that there is a lot of work 
to be done in our under-resourced communities
- work to create thriving schools, sustainable housing,
and job opportunities just to name a few.

Matthew 9:36-37 says there is a “harvest” of hope, grace, and life to be reaped, but the laborers doing 
this work in our communities are few in number. Jesus was moved with compassion when He saw people 
who were weary, scattered, and broken. He responded with justice, grace, and mercy. At DSM we are 
grateful for our ministry partners laboring in the frontlines, our donors who have rallied to help, and for 
all of our advocates who seek to see a plentiful harvest reaped in Jesus’s name.

Ministry Partners Christy & Steve Smucker talking 
with Alumni Partners Justina & Emanuel Dix.

“But when He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved 
with compassion for them, 

because they were weary and 
scattered, like sheep having 
no shepherd. Then He said 

to His disciples, ‘The harvest 
truly is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few.”
- Matthew 9:36-37 NKJV

We couldn’t support these amazing leaders without YOU!
Follow our partners on social media to stay connected with the work God is doing in their neighborhoods.

“What an incredible event! Thanks to our Desire Cup sponsors!”
• Presenting – Pilgrim’s
• Stadium – Edmonson Electric
• Touchdown – Angel Oak, Charlie and Jill Arnold, Hugh Hathcock
• Drink Cart – Taylor Family Foundation and Allan Vigil Ford Lincoln
• Also – Acentria, Susanne Clemons, Wade and Cindy Hatcher, International

Assets Advisory, Scott and Barbie Pressly, Publix Super Market Charities, Total
Military Management and all of our other sponsors!

Thank you to everyone who gave to the 19th Hole, you enabled us to exceed our goal!

The intersection of lives, 

leaders and neighborhoods

For more information and resources visit www.desirestreet.org

Or call us at (678) 681-3979


