
The Desire Cup is back
and the Florida-Georgia rivalry is heating up! 

This annual event supports Desire Street Ministries’ mission to uplift 
under-resourced neighborhoods. You don’t have to be at the Desire Cup
in person to join the fun!

head to desirecup.com to take part in the 19th Hole Challenge by choosing 
your team—Florida Gators or Georgia Bulldogs—and making your donation. 

Prefer mail? Just mark your team on the enclosed envelope and send it in by Saturday, Nov. 1st—Game Day! 
No team preference? No problem. Every gift makes a difference in the lives of our ministry partners! 

Every year at the Desire Cup, we feature one of our incredible partners, so all attendees can get a glimpse into the 
meaningful, hands-on work they’re doing in their communities. Raquel Patterson from Oak Tree Ministries will be our 2025 
featured partner! You won’t want to miss hearing about the incredible work her team is doing in Birmingham, AL! 

Resilience 
In 1996, my college football team (Go Gators) 
was ranked number one in the country and 
played our last regular season game against 
our archrival Florida State. Not only did we 
lose, but I took the biggest physical beating of 
my career, getting knocked down 32 times. I 
think I’m still a little sore almost 30 years later!
After the game, a national sportswriter and
Heisman voter came up to me and said, “Your resilience was unbelievable. 
You kept getting knocked down and kept just getting back up. You won my 
Heisman vote today.” 

Ministry leaders in under-resourced neighborhoods are getting knocked 
down on a daily basis. Under-funded, under-staffed, crisis after crisis, 
shootings, inadequate facilities—the hits never end. And time after time, 
struggle after struggle, they press on. Their resilience amazes me! 

Though I’ve had a blessed life, I’ve also had several challenges along the 
way, and I think some of life’s hits hurt more than a hit from a 300-pound 
defensive lineman. When I started at Desire Street almost 30 years ago, I 
thought I’d be the one helping and teaching, but along the way I’ve learned 
as much as I’ve taught, and I’ve been helped as much as I have helped.  

Watching our ministry leaders persevere through all their struggles has 
taught me how to remain steady in the struggles I face in life. In fact, most 
of my challenges seem trite compared to the things our partners face on a 
daily basis. Regardless of whatever any of us are struggling with, perhaps 
the Desire Street ministry leaders can give us a little inspiration to stick with 
it. You never know what breakthrough might be just around the corner... in 
1996, after the devastating loss to FSU, we got back up, regrouped, and then 
beat them in the Sugar Bowl, 52-20 for the National Championship!  

God bless! (and Go Gators!) 

ALL of our supporters are making a 
tremendous difference in communities! We 
are so grateful for each of you!

In this edition, we would like to give a special 
shout-out to the below: 

o  Luis and Deidre Falcon 
o  Suzanne Johnson 
o  William and Janice Minchin 
o  Dani and Keenan Nix 
o  Watkins Christian Foundation
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DID YOU KNOW many companies
offer matching gift programs? 

If you are a supporter of Desire Street, your 
contributions might be eligible for full or 
partial matching—you just need to check 

with your employer. This is a great, easy way 
to multiply your impact as we help others 

together! 



Desire Street Ministries’ four-year partnerships provide crucial coaching, soul-care, and connection 
to a community that understands and supports each other. Our partners serve in some of the nation’s 
most under-resourced and high-crime neighborhoods. The training, resources, restoration and rest our 
partners receive through Desire Street retreats and workshops provide encouragement. Yet the realities 
of long-term ministry among the poor do not resolve at the end of a structured partnership. Nonprofit leaders in these contexts continue 
to carry heavy burdens of stress, isolation, crisis, and even secondary trauma from daily exposure to violence and systemic poverty.  

When the official partnership concludes, leaders still face the same challenges of navigating fundraising, community crises, and personal 
and family health. Continued mentoring and ministering beyond the four years communicates that these leaders are not alone and that 
their calling matters and their well-being is essential. As one leader shared recently, “We need you as much now as ever.”  

Sustained gracious encouragement and presence channeled through skilled, gifted, and experienced Desire Street teammates 
strengthens resilience, prevents burnout, and reminds leaders that their value is not tied to outcomes but is granted by God who loves 
them unconditionally. By staying connected beyond the initial partnership, Desire Street affirms its mission of revitalization in under-
resourced neighborhoods. We accomplish this through building and sustaining front-line leaders as we walk alongside them for the long 
journey of transformation in hard places. 

We kicked off summer with a wonderful family retreat in Buena 
Vista, Colorado in June! The retreat was a joyful getaway filled 
with fellowship, nature, and meaningful connection. We spent our 
days diving into God’s word, sharing meals, and enjoying peaceful 
surroundings! 

We are excited to share we have welcomed FOUR new partners
to the Desire Street Family!
We are looking forward to walking alongside them and their ministries: 

o  Amelia Quinn – Beloved Atlanta – Atlanta, GA 
o  Brandon Prince – Hope for Youth – Houston, TX 
o  Shane Kyles – The Way 2 Serve Ministries – Opelika, AL 
o  Mike Rosser – Oaks Ministries – Augusta, GA 

Family Retreat and New Partners! 

By Bryan Kelly
Desire Street Alumni Coach and Founder of Common Ground Montgomery 

A Commitment to Long-Term Transformation 

Follow our partners on social media to stay connected
with the work God is doing in their neighborhoods.

The intersection of lives, leaders 

and neighborhoods

For more information and resources visit www.desirestreet.org

Or call us at (678) 681-3979


