
SHANE KYLES SPOTLIGHT! 
Please join us in welcoming our new partner, Shane Kyles, who leads
The Way 2 Serve in Opelika, AL! Rooted in the mission to share the love of Christ 
through service, The Way 2 Build has completed 91 home repair projects since 
September 2024—most of which were completed during community-wide service 
days called My Jerusalem. These projects open doors to share the love of Christ 
and often lead to neighborhood Bible studies and long-term discipleship. 

The ministry continues to invest in relational outreach through youth and family 
programs, men’s Bible studies, and compassion teams. The “Grow 
Academy” equips youth and families to thrive spiritually, 
emotionally, and socially through weekly Bible studies, 
mentoring, and community engagement. The ministry 
aims to double participation in family and community 
groups over the next three years. 

This year, the focus remains on fostering relationships 
that reflect the heart of Jesus. The Way 2 Serve 
believes that growing in our relationship with God 
leads to cross-cultural connections that strengthen and 
transform communities. 

HOPE
“But now, Lord, what do I look for? My 
hope is in you.”  Psalm 39:7 

What’s the difference between going through 
a difficult time and feeling stuck? Being 
discouraged verses depressed? Why can some 
people persevere through so much pain while 
others fold quickly? While there could be
plenty of possible reasons, I think the biggest
difference is Hope. 

If we truly believe there’s a chance for things to get better, we have great 
potential for perseverance. But once we determine things will never 
improve, we lose hope—discouragement and disappointment become 
overwhelming. We feel stuck, downtrodden, and hopeless. 

I think of this often as I see our ministry leaders deal with so many setbacks, 
disappointments and trauma. How do they persevere? Through Hope. They 
have hope in their calling. It’s a sacrifice, but it’s worth it. They have hope 
that their efforts will impact the lives of kids and families. They have faith 
donors will help.  

But ultimately, the only staying power they have comes from their hope in 
God. The pain and setbacks aren’t the end of any story. God will write the 
final chapter, and our partners have hope and trust in Him. 

And when they waiver, when they find themselves questioning their calling, 
laboring through so much suffering, that’s where Desire Street Ministries 
comes in. We are the quiet encouragers, reminding them their calling was 
from God and helping them to put their hope fully back in Him.  

“but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:31

During this season of  thankfulness  
and  celebration, we are incredibly 
grateful for each supporter who has kept 
up with our work, prayed for partners, 
and provided resources for continuing 
the mission of revitalization in under-
resourced neighborhoods! 

THE INTERSECTION
HOLIDAY 2025

Danny Wuerffel
Executive Director

desirestreet.org (678) 681-3979

IMPORTANT UPDATE
Post Office mail issues have been an 

operational challenge this year, but we are 
excited to share a new solution! We have 

contracted a new mail processing center and 
hope to see more efficient processing of your 

correspondence and contributions going 
forward. We have not relocated our physical 

office; rather, we are implementing an 
improved system to enhance our operations. 

Please update your records to reflect our 
new address, which is now available. 

Desire Street Ministries 
Mail Processing Center 

1032 E Brandon Blvd #1996 
Brandon, FL 33511 

Also, please ensure our address is updated with 
any financial institutions or foundations you use to 
process contributions for Desire Street Ministries. 

Mail will no longer be received at PMB #82418 after 
12/9/2025. Please discard all old envelopes. 

To ensure your gift is considered tax deductible 
for 2025, it must be postmarked by December 31st 
and addressed to the new address in Brandon, FL 
above. If preferred, you can donate securely online 

at www.desirestreet.org by midnight Eastern on 
December 31, 2025. Stock donations must be received 

by 4:00pm Eastern on December 31st. Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to Michelle at msimmons@

desirestreet.org with any questions. Thank you so 
much for giving during this Christmas season!

We appreciate all you give to further our mission!

FALL WORKSHOP
Our fall workshop in Atlanta was a space 
for current partners, alumni, and coaches 

to connect with one another. The workshop 
theme was organizational development 

with sessions focused on developing job 
descriptions, performance reviews, and hiring 
best practices. Your faithful support furthers 
our mission of coaching and training ministry 

leaders!



Hope has been hard to come by as of late for me. This is a frustrating thing for someone who has 
grown up in the church, knowing where my hope “should” come from… but alas, each day seems 
marked with struggle to hope.  

I was driving recently, and almost as if it was God ordained, some lyrics from a song I hadn’t heard before called Glory caught 
my ear: “It’s hard to trust ‘em, when all you’ve gotten is hope.” It felt like the words were taken right out of my aching soul. It’s 
usually hard for me to trust anyways, but as I’ve felt exhausted from hoping, my already fragile trust erodes as well.  

One of my favorite stories that Danny tells is the “Patch Adams” story about having faith in what we don’t see. James 5:13 
reminds us that in hard times we should pray. James also speaks of singing our gratitude and praise.  

While circumstances don’t always define us, presence most certainly sustains us. I’m appreciative for the reminders from 
friends, family and colleagues to seek and sing gratitude even in the hopeless seasons. One thing I HOPE is that you do the 
same.  

By Chris Fitzgerald
Manager of Community Engagement

When Hope is Hard

WHAT AN AMAZING
15TH DESIRE CUP!
Our sponsors are incredible! Thank 
you to those who have supported and 
attended the Desire Cup year after year!

Congratulations to the Bulldogs for winning the 19th Hole 
Challenge AND golf tournament. The acclaimed Donaldsonville 
Kids Football has received a cumulative bid across the years of 
half a million dollars, making it the highest auctioned football 
known in history! 

Our team extends a BIG thank you to all sponsors, 19th hole 
contributors, celebrities, volunteers, and service providers! YOU 
are making a difference in lives, leaders, and neighborhoods. 

Follow our partners on social media to stay connected
with the work God is doing in their neighborhoods.

The intersection of lives, leaders 

and neighborhoods

For more information and resources visit www.desirestreet.org

Or call us at (678) 681-3979


