
For His Glory
“Why have you forsaken me?”  Psalm 22:1 

When I started working in ministry, it wasn’t long 
before this became one of the most pressing 
questions in my life. 

As often as I would read Psalm 22, I couldn’t 
help but feel that the psalmist was speaking my 
language. If you have worked in ministry, odds are 
this passage expresses what many of us have felt—
or are still feeling. However, there is much more
to this passage than the tragedy of sorrow;
there is true hope. While Christ is hanging on the
cross, the Gospels record Him reciting a portion of Psalm 22. 

Because of His resurrection on that glorious third day, we have complete victory 
in Jesus! But victory does not come without sacrifice. Without the cross, and the 
brokenness Christ bore on it, we would not have access to the One who promises 
to supply every need and who gives us all authority in Him. Because of Christ, we 
are heirs to the throne for all eternity. And since this is true, God can call us into 
whatever He wills. Many times, that calling takes us to places where we might feel 
He has forsaken us or where we find ourselves distracted by something else. The 
hope we must remember is that God knows where He is taking us, and it will always 
be for His glory. 

As Christ faced the horrific torture and mistreatment of His physical body, He knew 
exactly what—and who—He was doing it for. This kept Him from leaving the cross, 
even as those passing by taunted Him to do so. Instead, He completed the work set 
before Him. Jesus knew nothing other than the Father’s will. It was His life, and it 
was His purpose. With every step toward the cross, He was confident that what He 
was doing was fully aligned with the Father’s plan of redemption. Jesus knew He 
was called. The real question you might want to ask yourself is this: “Am I called?” 
Or better yet, “Who has called me?”  

Our greatest achievement in this life is not what we accomplish, but Who 
we know. Christ purchased the right for us to have a real relationship with Him, 
and if we are in right relationship with Him, then naturally we will serve His people 
as He desires. The hardest part of ministry for me was the idea that my serving 
would lead to deep relationship with God and His people. The reality, however, 
was the opposite: I fell out of love with both God and His people. Only when I 
prioritized my relationship with Christ above all else did I find the ability to love 
God and love my neighbor. 

No matter who you are, this life must start and end rooted in the rich soil of Christ. 
Without the Most High feeding our soul, we will die—both physically and spiritually. 
Please take heart and know that the hard work has already been done. The work 
of Christ on the cross made this relationship possible. So please, run to the Father 
with all your brokenness and remember that He sacrificed His Son so you could 
have full, uninterrupted access to Him. He is wild about you—just the way you are. 
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The graph above highlights Desire 
Street’s use of donations in 2025. We 
work to steward every gift we receive, 
ensuring that leader coaching and care 

remain central to our mission, along 
with community engagement. These 

investments are essential for long‑term 
revitalization, stronger relationships, and 

effectively meeting needs throughout 
under‑resourced communities. 

THANK YOU!
It takes a team of supporters for Desire 

Street to continue our mission and expand 
the ways we serve leaders. We are incredibly 

thankful for EACH of you! 

o  Barnett Family Foundation within the      	

    GiveWell Community Fdn 

o  Doug Gardner and Wendy Drexler  

o  Kathryn Gutterman  

o  The O’Connor Family  

o  Charisse Rivers Smith  

o  Scott and Anne Stricklin 

o  Judy Warrington 

BOARD CHAIR TRAINING
In January, we hosted our first Board Chair Training for nine of our 
ministry partners and their respective Board chairs. Leroy Barber 
led the session and facilitated discussion on board leadership, best 
practices and current challenges. The board chairs experienced a 
taste of the encouragement, equipping, and connection that our 
ministry partners receive through the Desire Street community! 

Leroy Barber
President and Co/Founder

of The Voices Project

REMINDER...Our new mailing address is Desire Street Ministries, Mail Processing Center, 1032 E Brandon Blvd #1996, Brandon, FL, 33511



HOPE       PASSION

I absolutely love the Christmas decorations in our house. And if it were only up to me, I’d leave 
some of them up year-round. But it’s a household decision, and now they are gone. :( 

However, I’m still trying to hold on to some of the key elements of the Christmas story—
particularly the combination of hope and passion. In our last newsletter, I wrote about hope—a belief that things can get better. 
Hope is critical in life, and especially in the tough calling of ministry in under-resourced neighborhoods.  

But I want to add passion to my hope.  

Passion is a strong and barely controllable emotion, often associated with suffering.  Without passion, hope can be wishful 
thinking or a dream not worth suffering for. But without hope, passion can be unbearable and is often misguided.

As we strive to make a difference in the world, I’m praying for all of us that make up the Desire Street Ministries family—our 
staff, partners, coaches and supporters—may God grant us all a passionate hope, and a hopeful passion. 

Danny Wuerffel
Executive Director

AND

HOPE FOR YOUTH HOUSTON, TX

Please join us in welcoming one of our newest partners, Brandon Prince, who leads 
Hope for Youth in Houston, TX! Hope for Youth exists to create lasting, Christ-
centered change in the lives of young people. Through mentorship, education, and 
community engagement, the ministry walks alongside youth as they overcome 
challenges and discover their God-given potential. Each week, they serve 50 
students through Friday Night Refresh, providing a hot meal, safe community, 
and hands‑on vocational training. Throughout the year, more than 150 youth are 
impacted through their ongoing mentorship and weekly programs. 

“Whether serving young people in Houston, building memories with our loved ones, or simply sharing 
everyday moments, we hope our story shows that God can take broken beginnings and turn them into 
something beautiful. Our prayer is that through our journey, others will see that no matter where you start, 
God’s love can redeem, restore, and carry you into a future full of hope.”
   - Brandon Prince, Executive Director 

Follow our partners on social media to stay connected
with the work God is doing in their neighborhoods.

The intersection of lives, leaders 

and neighborhoods

For more information and resources visit www.desirestreet.org

Or call us at (678) 681-3979


