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A Season of Roots

Traditionally attributed to King Solomon’s wisdom,
Ecclesiastes 3:1 indicates there is a season

for everything. This spring we had a unique
opportunity to reflect on the earliest seasons of
Desire Street Ministries. Through the generosity
of a documentary producer and his team, Desire
Street is filming interviews with several ministry
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The rich history of this ministry dates back 36 years, to 1990, when Mo and Ellen
Leverett moved into the neighborhood and began a basketball and Bible study
ministry. One of the early participants in the ‘90s was a young man named Oscar
Brown (middle picture below). He grew up in the ministry with several formational
mentors. We first had the honor of meeting him in the mid-2000s when he served
as Desire Street Academy’s disciplinarian and helped shepherd young men post-
Hurricane Katrina. Now, Oscar is the director of the community center,

Thrive 9th Ward, that stands on the original campus of Desire Street Ministries.

This visit back to our roots was a journey to the ministry’s early seasons, through
Oscar’s interview reflections, tours, and storytelling. More than ever, he is impacting
his neighborhood through his love and selfless service, pointing people to Jesus as
the model for us all. Oscar Brown is a hero to many, including me. Spending time
with him is always a joy and watching him lead with compassion and clarity makes
me want to be more like him as he follows Jesus well.

As Desire Street Ministries begins a new season looking ahead to 2030, we are
eager to soon share our vision toward the future and this new documentary
reflecting on the story of many past seasons. Oscar’s life story and impact remind
us of Ecclesiastes 3:11 - “He hath made every thing beautiful in his time.” Grateful
for our roots and this new season of the Lord. Thank you to all those who have

joined us through each one.

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

OAKS MINISTRIES MIKE ROSSER

AUGUSTA, GA

Meet one of our newest ministry partners, Mike Rosser from Oaks Ministries in Augusta, GA!
Oaks Ministries exists to empower students in downtown Augusta to become Christ-centered
leaders who bring hope and transformation to their communities. They provide after-school and
summer programs that help students grow academically, emotionally, and spiritually in a safe and

supportive environment.
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THANK YOU FOR MAKING
THIS POSSIBLE!

Desire Street moves forward because people like
YOU stand with us. Your support helps us keep
pursuing our mission and grow the ways we care

for and equip leaders. We're truly grateful for
every one of you—and especially for those who
faithfully give year after year.

o Jeff and Kim Clarke

o Joshua and Elizabeth Hunter

o Tim and Kerri Murphy

o Mark and Robin Ogier

o The Schmidt and Barton Family Fund
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ATLANTA,

RIVALRY FOR A CAUSE

Join Florida and Georgia football greats
for our 16th annual Desire Cup Golf
Tournament and Gala! With the Florida-
Georgia / Georgia-Florida game moving to
Atlanta for the first time, we are excited
to present a new Desire Cup format! Visit
desirecup.com to learn more and secure
your sponsorship!

“Lately, I've been navigating a full and demanding season, balancing ministry responsibilities with supporting loved ones.
My days are filled with serving students, supporting staff, and being intentional about personal care and maintaining
meaningful relationships. My faith remains deeply important to me, and investing in my walk with the Lord has been
essential during this time. | am also grateful for my coach, Ron, whom the Lord has been using to help me grow, find rest,

and gain clarity in the midst of such a busy season.” -- Mike Rosser

Does Oaks Ministries sound familiar? You may remember that in 2021 we partnered with Stephen Pittman, Mike’s Co-Founder and Co-
Director at Oaks Ministries. We're honored to walk alongside Mike and Stephen as they faithfully steward the ministry God has given

them in Augusta.
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SUMMERHILL COMMUNITY MINISTRIES JusTINA DIX

Summerhill Community Ministries has faithfully served Atlanta’s Summerhill
neighborhood for over 25 years under the leadership of Justina Dix and her
family. Their long-standing commitment and love for the community continue to
inspire all who partner with them.

Many of you have supported Desire Street ministry partners like Summerhill, most recently during a
significant moment for the Dix family. Earlier this year, Justina’s son, Justin, received a life-changing kidney transplant, with

his father Emmanuel serving as the donor. Praise God that both the surgery and recovery have gone well. Justin has even
been able to briefly visit the Summerhill Community Center, where he was warmly welcomed back by the kids. If you'd like to
continue to support his recovery, please continue to keep him in your prayers! You can also find the GoFundMe page through
Desire Street and Summerhill’s social media.

This summer, Summerhill is hosting two impactful initiatives. Their annual Summer Camp offers kids opportunities to engage
in service projects, Bible study, music, drama, sports, ST.E.A.M. activities, and literacy development—while teens can work
as support staff, also learning valuable life skills like budgeting, interviewing, and mentorship opportunities. They are also
launching a Summer Book Fair campaign, collecting new or gently used books (grades 1-8) through June.

Visit www.summerhillem.org to learn more and get involved.

LEADERSHIP RETREAT RECAP

We gathered in late April for our annual Leadership Retreat at Lake Lanier! After postponing from
January due to the ice storm, we were met with spring sunshine, peaceful lake views, and space to slow
down. Between meaningful conversations, devotional time, one-on-one coaching, and rest, the retreat
was truly a blessing for our partners!
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REMINDER...Our new mailing address is Desire Street Ministries, Mail Processing Center, 1032 E Brandon Blvd #1996, Brandon, FL, 3351
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MINISTRIES

The intersection of lives, leaders
and neighborhoods

For more information and resources visit www.desirestreet.org

Or call us at (678) 681-3979
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Follow our partners on social media to stay connected
with the work God is doing in their neighborhoods.



