
DESIRE CUP 19th Hole!
The Gators and Bulldogs are going head-to-head in the 19th Hole 
Challenge, and YOU can help your team win! Whether you bleed orange 
and blue or red and black, your contribution helps your team move closer 
to victory while supporting leaders in under-resourced communities!

You don’t have to attend the Desire Cup to participate. Scan the QR code 
or visit desirecup.com to pick your team and give! No team preference? 
Every gift advances our mission!

Resilience, Finish Strong
Ministry leaders serving in under-resourced 
neighborhoods have accepted a difficult 
calling and, in my opinion, one of the toughest 
jobs imaginable. They face understaffed 
teams, underfunded budgets, inadequate 
facilities, and crisis after crisis. Sometimes 
that means responding to shootings, 
navigating broken systems, or simply carrying 
the weight of needs that never seem to end.

And yet, time after time, struggle after struggle, they press on.
Their resilience amazes me. In fact, I believe resilience is one of the most 
important competencies for building a thriving, sustainable ministry.

At Desire Street Ministries, we define resilience this way:
Able to persevere through crises and setbacks by consistently leaning 
into Christ and demonstrating emotional awareness and self-control. 
Embraces, learns from, and grows through suffering. Able to adapt to 
changing circumstances while maintaining a joyful, life-giving focus.

When I started at Desire Street nearly 30 years ago, I assumed I would be 
the one doing the helping and teaching. But somewhere along the way, I 
realized I was learning as much as I was teaching, and being helped as much 
as I was helping.

Watching our ministry leaders persevere through their struggles has taught 
me how to remain steady through the challenges I face in my own life.
In fact, many of my difficulties seem small compared to what
our ministry partners face every day.

Whatever you may be struggling with today, perhaps the
example of these Desire Street ministry leaders can give you
a little inspiration to keep going. Their lives remind us that
resilience is not about avoiding hardship. It is about learning
to walk through it with Christ, trusting Him, growing through
suffering, and continuing to move forward with joy.

You never know what breakthrough might be just around
the corner. So keep going. Press on. Stay faithful.
The story isn’t over yet.
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Through coaching, connection, and on-site 
support, Desire Street Ministries served 

ministry partners across the
country through:

904 staff support connections
480 coaching sessions
137 ministry site visits

Every conversation, coaching session, and visit 
represents an investment in leaders who are 

transforming their communities!

At the August Desire Street Board Dinner, our current 
ministry partner Shane Kyles shared the inspiring mission 
and vision of The Way 2 Serve and its commitment to 

sharing the love of Jesus by creating lasting relationships 

and impact in Opelika, AL!

2025-26 Ministry Impact
at a Glance

The collective generosity of our supporters 
fuels transformative work in communities every 

day. Thank you for being an essential part of 
this mission! In this edition, we are proud to give 

special recognition to these steadfast supporters:

o  Dennis and Cherie Everhart

o  Terry and Mary Jane Margheim

o  National Football League Foundation

o  Watkins Christian Foundation



What about Desire Street and The Desire Cup inspires you to support it with your time and advocacy?
It’s the passion for doing the Lord’s work and truly helping people who are in need and don’t have many options. 
By providing leaders in their communities with encouragement and resources, Desire Street empowers them to 
continue the good fight and make a lasting impact.

Where have you seen growth in your personal faith lately?
I’ve seen growth in every facet of my life: my relationship with God, my marriage, my personal development, my 
children, and my work life. I still struggle with certain things, but I know that as long as I keep God first, everything 
will be okay because of His promises, love, grace, mercy, and faithfulness. He continues to show me the way, the truth, and the life He has 
called me to live. A year from now, I won’t be the same person I am today. I will be a better Christian, husband, father, brother, and friend.

With the Georgia-Florida game being played in Atlanta this year instead of Jacksonville, how do you believe the landscape 
of the game will shift?
It’s UGA’s backyard and our turf. Let the shenanigans begin! Chalk it up as a big “W” for the Dawgs.

Do you have a favorite Desire Cup memory?
My favorite part is hearing all the Ministry Partners share their stories. I also treasure the great friendships I’ve made, many of them with 
Gators, along with my golf buddies and the Desire Street team. The whole experience is amazing! The rivalry is fun, but what makes it truly 
special is seeing brothers and sisters come together, set aside their differences, and unite for the glory of God. It’s all about helping one 
another, loving one another, and making a difference together. It’s beautiful!

Desire Cup Q&A with Georgia Bulldog Legend  Musa Smith

FAMILY RETREAT RECAP
We kicked off summer with a wonderful family retreat in Buena Vista, Colorado in June! The retreat 
brought together ministry partners, alumni and their families, along with Desire Street coaches and staff, 
for a joyful getaway filled with fellowship, nature, and meaningful connection. We spent our days diving 
into God’s word, sharing meals, and enjoying peaceful surroundings!

REMINDER...Our new mailing address is Desire Street Ministries, Mail Processing Center, 1032 E Brandon Blvd #1996, Brandon, FL, 33511

Follow our partners on social media to stay connected
with the work God is doing in their neighborhoods.

The intersection of lives, leaders 

and neighborhoods

For more information and resources visit www.desirestreet.org

Or call us at (678) 681-3979


